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Ok.1 So this morning we’re continuing our series called No Apologies: Reasonable answers 

to reasonable questions – the objections, the things that keep people from believing in 

Jesus. We said in Week 1 that it’s not just okay, but actually good to ask questions and 

explore doubts: only when you talk about them can you get insight and clarity for faith. 

Week 2 we talked about the historical reliability of the Bible. Week 3 Chap Bettis gave clear 

proofs for the resurrection. Week 4 Darien explored the difficult question, How can a good, 

loving, powerful God allow suffering and evil? In Week 5 Ray explored some of the 

questions that science raises for faith. And today I want to revisit the question that is front 

and center in our culture: Does God hate gays? 

Unfortunately evangelical Christians in America are well-known for what they’re against, 

and not so much what they’re for. And that critical, condemning attitude makes followers of 

Jesus out to be judgmental and even hateful, which of course makes conversations about 

trusting and following Jesus not just difficult but frequently impossible.  

So this morning I want to revisit a message I gave just 3 years ago, but this time in the 

context of not being apologetic for our faith – in a culture that is increasingly pro-gay, but 

also having clear, reasonable answers for what the Bible teaches us. Parents, just a head’s 

up that we’re going to be talking clearly about sex and same-sex relationships this morning. 

If you’re visiting for the first time, we don’t talk about this every week. In fact, the last time 

was just about three years ago. You just stopped in on a good morning, I guess!  

                                                           
1
 This is the written manuscript that the “Does God hate gays?” sermon for May 27, 2018 was preached from. I 

occasionally went “off script,” but the essence of the message is all here. In fact, due to time constraints, I passed 
over some of the material that was intended to be spoken and is written here. 
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If you’re anything like me, you most likely have a lot of questions about the whole 

LGBTQQIFC2 movement: should I go to the wedding of my gay friend? What do I say to 

family members who are lesbian or gay or trans? Or maybe more basic questions like, 

surely same-sex relationships are ok of they are loving and faithful, right? Is it fair, is it fair 

to dismiss same-sex relationships if people are born that way? And then there’s other 

questions like, is God anti-gay? What does the Bible say about homosexuality? How come 

Jesus never mentioned homosexuality? I’ve got lots of questions; I suspect you do too. 

And I guess for many, maybe most of us, the bottom-line question is, “Is homosexual 

activity a sin that must be repented of, forsaken, and forgiven, or, given the right context 

and commitment, can we consider same-sex sexual intimacy a blessing ... worth not just 

accepting but actually celebrating and solemnizing?”3 

So right up front I want to say three things. First, I realize that this is a very sensitive topic. I 

don’t intend to offend anyone with frank talk but parents should be aware this message is 

going to be about sex, although your kids are hearing this topic all the time in school, social 

media, movies and TV. And I also don’t want to offend those who are struggling with these 

questions in very personal ways, maybe for a loved one or family member, or maybe for 

themselves. So I will try to be very sensitive in what I say and how I say it.  

Second, it’s obvious to me, as I’m sure it is very obvious to you, that this topic is already a 

loud conversation in our culture and it will only get increasingly louder. It is arguably the 

single most powerful, the single fastest-moving culture change in our country’s history: 

certainly faster than the civil rights movement that took decades and is still unfinished. So 

it’s irresponsible for Christians to not talk about it. We risk being totally irrelevant by not 

talking about it. 

                                                           
2
 LGBTQQIFC: The growing academic area of Gender Studies has named some of the numerous ways that people 

“identify their gender.” L = Lesbian; G = Gay; B = Bi-sexual; T = Transsexual; Q = Queer (a person who does not 
subscribe to conventional gender distinctions but identifies with neither, both, or a combination of male and 
female genders); Q = Questioning; I = Intersex (ambiguous anatomy); F = Fluid (gender identification is an ever-
changing personal choice); and C = Cis (traditional gender identification according to biology/physiology recorded 
at birth). In this message I use the more common “LGBT” as a shorthand abbreviation for the longer list of gender 
identifications. 
3
 Much of this sermon is indebted to Kevin DeYoung’s book, What does the Bible really teach about homosexuality? 

(Crossway Publishers, 2015), sometimes using word-for-word quotes.  
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And third, I admit up front that I’m not an expert in biology, sociology, or anthropology, 

psychology, legal theory, or politics. So I’m not going to focus on those important aspects of 

the LGBT conversation. No, I want to focus on a simple question that is first, front-and-

center, for Christians: What does the Bible say about homosexuality?  

So let me say up front, full disclosure, that I believe the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16, 17 NLT) “… 

is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true … and to make us realize what is 

wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.” I 

am convinced that the Bible presents and upholds the traditional view of marriage of one 

man and one woman as God’s idea, God’s design, God’s institution, for the good of the 

family and society.  

So let me say it plainly…  I believe the Bible teaches same-sex sexual intimacy is a sin. It’s 

not the only sin. And, get this, it’s not the worst sin. But along with most Christians around 

the globe today, and virtually every Christian in the first nineteen-and-three-quarter 

centuries of church history, I believe the Bible places homosexual behavior—no matter the 

level of commitment or mutual affection—in the category of sexual immorality. Notice I 

said behavior, not attraction. Though the slope is slippery, the Bible says that the deed is 

quite different from the temptation or the inclination that precedes it. So throughout this 

talk, I’m talking about same-sex behavior, not attraction, and not orientation. 

Okay, so I think there are three audiences here this morning: there are those who agree 

with what I just said and are certain, or at least fairly certain, that same-sex behavior is 

wrong.  Then second, there are some here this morning who are already simmering, maybe 

shaking, somewhere between frustration, anger and distain. They’re convinced that a God 

of love would never condemn authentic loving relationships of any kind. And there’s a third 

audience here this morning: those who are genuinely confused; confused by all the 

arguments back a forth, or maybe more confused by the sympathetic and supportive 

feelings they have for their LGBT friends or family members.  

Three audiences. I get that. So I want to try to do three things in the next minutes together. 

First, I want to look at what the Bible says about homosexuality. Then, I want to try to 

answer some common questions put to Christians who disagree with same-sex 
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relationships. But third and most important, at the end I want to show you the solution, the 

answer to all of this debate and confusion, so hang in there with me…  

Ok, so first, what does the bible say about same-sex relationships? In a word, simply? The 

Bible says that homosexual behavior is sin. There is not a single verse in the Bible that 

approves in any way of same-sex behavior. But before we look at three specific texts about 

homosexuality, we need to back up and start at the beginning. And the beginning starts 

with God: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  

And the first thing we see about this God is that he is already existing, before all other this 

stuff appeared or began to happen. God is self-existent, independent, without beginning or 

end, without equal, the Creator God, distinct from his creation; a holy, perfect, unrivaled 

God, eternal, infinite, and in his essence, unlike anything or anyone that ever was, is, or will 

be. This is the God we meet in the first verse of the first book of the bible.  

And this God who created all things … created a man in His image. Genesis 2:18 says it was 

not good for that man to be alone. Talk about lonely. So God made a companion: a divinely 

designed … complementary mate made from out of that man; a woman: “Bone of my bone, 

flesh of my flesh,” the first man said. Sameness … and pretty obvious difference.  

The text says, “…they shall become one flesh.” And the “one flesh” points to sexual intimacy, 

again, designed by, intended by, initiated before The Fall4 by God. So sex is good. Sex is 

God’s idea. Get this now. The sexual union of that man and woman becomes a re-union, the 

bringing together of two differentiated beings—with one made from, and both made for 

each other. Designed specifically to fulfill the procreative purpose of marriage in the 

context of intimate relationship.  

And Jesus reaffirmed God’s design, God’s intent in Matthew 19:4-6 Jesus said “From the 

beginning God made them male and female…” and then Jesus quoted and endorsed and 

reaffirmed the original design and intent of that design: “Therefore a man shall leave his 

father and mother and hold fast to his wife and the two shall become … one flesh.”  

                                                           
4
 “The Fall” is Bible-lingo for the historical temptation and free-will choice by Adam and Eve to rebel against God as 

recorded in Genesis 3:1-8. This event brought evil into God’s prefect creation, effectively poisoning all humankind 
since then with the “inherited and fatal disease of sin.” See Romans 3:23; 5:12-18; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22; 
Ephesians 2:1-10. 



Page 5 of 14 
 

God created female and male to manage his creation, to reproduce, and to have an intimate 

relationship with Him. But the first man and woman disobeyed God’s command. They 

listened to the Slithering One as he tempted them to doubt the clarity and the goodness of 

God’s word.5 They took a forbidden bite and the fruit bit back. When sin and rebellion 

against God entered the world, it was not just a fall, it was a curse.  

The man, the woman, the serpent, the creation itself6—all felt the sting of the curse so that 

“not the way things are supposed to be” … became “the way things are.” What was not the 

natural design, became the de facto natural experience. They immediately knew the 

difference between good and evil. And now all creatures, women and men, live in forms of 

brokenness, live with the curse of a sinful nature.  

And so for one, the Bible speaks of homosexual behavior in different ways. There are three 

key texts we should look at briefly. In Genesis chapter 19 we have the nasty story of hat 

happened to two visitors to the Ancient Near East city of Sodom. Throughout the rest of the 

OT the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are synonymous with extreme wickedness. Jesus 

used the example of Sodom to warn people of impending wrath and expose the hardness of 

their heart.  

What was the great sin of Sodom? Isaiah 3 and Ezekiel 16 seem to imply that it is lack of 

social justice for the poor. But the story itself in Genesis 19, plus the reference to Sodom’s 

“unnatural desires” in Jude 7, and even a closer look at Ezekiel 16, all make it clear the 

“abominations” of Sodom are the same abominations referred to in Leviticus 18:22 and 

again in 20:13, where a man lying with a man as with a woman is called … “an 

abomination” to God. The Sodom story in Genesis 19, in its own context, plainly, clearly is 

about violent, homosexual aggression, not just “lack of hospitality.” Only a contrived, “one-

eye shut, the other one squinting” reading can see it otherwise. And that behavior is 

condemned by God’s judgment on Sodom, and in the dozen-plus references to Sodom 

elsewhere in the Bible. 
                                                           
5
 Satan, in the form of a serpent, asked the provocative question, “Did God really say...?” (Genesis 3:1), effectively 

tempting Eve and Adam to doubt that God had their welling-being at heart. This doubt of God’s essential goodness 
and truthfulness, and God’s good intentions toward them, led Adam and Eve to disobey God’s direct command, 
thus introducing the rebellion against God that we call “Sin.”  
6
 See Romans 8:18-22. God promises to redeem all of the brokenness of creation in the “new heaven and new 

earth” (See Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13;  and the Book of Revelation 21:1. 
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So what about that second text, Leviticus 18? Yes, the “Holiness Code”7 context in Leviticus 

told the Jews not to weave cloth out of different kinds of fibers. And it included other odd 

commands about personal cleanliness and dietary restrictions that we non-Jews find 

strange and usually disregard today. But the emphasis of the whole book of Leviticus is … 

holiness. The whole book is all about being a holy people living in front of a holy God. The 

key verse is Leviticus 11:44: “I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves and be holy 

because I am holy. Do not make yourselves unclean…” 

Mixed-fiber-fabrics were symbolic of imperfection in the presence of God. Unclean foods 

were prohibited from the Jewish diet because they symbolized impurity in a community 

where God was camped out in the tent at the center of the camp.8  

So strict rituals about diseases and wounds, infections and even menstruation were not 

only about public health and sanitation, but also about recognizing and dealing with 

imperfection and uncleanness in the presence of a holy God. And so in Leviticus, men lying 

with men, as they would lie with a woman, is an offence to the original perfect design and 

perfect intent of a holy God. 

In fact, the Hebrew word translated abomination in Leviticus chapter 18 and chapter 20, 

and throughout the rest of the Old Testament (OT), generally signifies something that God 

despises. And while we may be free of the odd community laws given to Jews, Leviticus was 

part of the Bible Jesus read, the Bible Jesus believed; the Bible Peter and Paul read and 

taught as “pointing forward to Jesus”9 So when Gentiles entered the new church as 

believers in Jesus, they did not have to become Jews,10 but in keeping with the OT law, they 

                                                           
7
 The Holiness Code is a section of the Hebrew bible book of Leviticus – chapters 17-26 – that outlines for the 

emerging Hebrew nation the expectations God has for them – each of which underscores the point that God 
himself is holy (“totally other”) and God expected His chosen people to live lives characterized by holiness (set 
apart from common use, dedicated instead for sacred use).   
8
 The Tabernacle (tent) – where God was worshipped by the Hebrews in the wilderness on their journey to the 

Promised Land of Canaan – was literally pitched in the center of the Hebrew encampment, symbolizing and 
emphasizing that “God is in our midst.” Read Numbers 2:17ff.  
9
 See Luke 24:27 where Jesus explained to two disciples – post-resurrection – on the road to Emmaus how the “Old 

testament” Scriptures actually all pointed forward to Himself. Read Psalm 22; Isaiah 53; Daniel 7:13, 14. Read the 
Salvation-redemption stories of God saving a few from judgment with a giant boat (Genesis chapters 6-8); God 
providing a substitute for a doomed son, Isaac, in Genesis 22; and God providing a substitute for the doomed first-
born sons on the night of the Passover in Egypt in Exodus 12 – all of which point forward to Jesus as the sacrificial 
substitute to save those in peril of judgment/death.  
10

 See Acts 15:1-20. 
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did have to leave their old life of sexual immorality behind—including the prohibition of 

same-sex acts.    

The third text, and the most detailed and significant treatment of homosexuality it the NT, 

is found in the first chapter of the most important letter in the NT. In Romans 1 the apostle 

Paul reinforces the clarity from the OT: homosexuality is sin and a violation of God’s 

created order.  

In Romans 1, verse 23 we see the ungodliness of men in exchanging the glory of the 

immortal God for the foolishness of man-man idols. Then in verses 24 and 25 we see a 

second exchange: the exchange believing a lie instead of believing the truth of God. And in 

verses 26 and 27, we see the third exchange: giving up natural relations with the opposite 

sex for relations with the same sex. Paul is exposing the vain and proud human impulse to 

rebel against God and reject God’s order and God’s design. 

Notice in verse 26 that Paul says both women and men had abandoned “natural” relations 

for same-sex relations. That word “natural” is loaded, since many of those with same-sex 

attraction quickly say, “But this is natural … for me. And for people like me. This is natural! 

This is the way … God made me!” Paul replies, what is your nature—broken, living under 

the curse of the fall—is not natural, as God designed and intended it.   

Then, in verse 28, following the third exchange, we have another handing-over, this time 

God is handing over, “God gave them up to a debased mind.” It’s as if God said, “You want to 

reject me for that? OK, I’ll let you do what you want, with the consequences that come with 

that choice.” On one hand homosexual sin is just one of a long list of sins that Paul goes on 

to list in verses 29-31. Yet the fact that Paul singles out homosexual relations as a 

conspicuous example of the human heart suppressing the truth and turning from God 

suggests that we shouldn’t soft-peddle as “no big deal” what the Bible calls a deliberate act 

of rebellion and rejection of God’s design and order.  

There is no way to rescue Paul from his strong condemnation of homosexual sin here in 

Romans 1. You can’t soften or redirect Paul’s words to mean, “against my personal 

orientation.” Even gay activist scholars concede this.  So Brandeis professor Dr. Bernadette 

Brooten, who has written the most important academic textbook on lesbianism in 



Page 8 of 14 
 

 

 

antiquity, and is herself a lesbian, agrees, “I see Paul as 

condemning all forms of homoeroticism as the unnatural acts of 

people who have turned away from God.” 

And the late Louis Crompton, a gay man and an academic pioneer 

in queer studies, in his massive 2003 book, Homosexuality and 

Civilization,11 wrote: “Nowhere 

does Paul or any other Jewish writer of this period imply the 

least acceptance of same-sex relationships under any 

circumstances. The idea that homosexuals might be 

redeemed by mutual devotion would have been wholly 

foreign to Paul or to any Jew or early Christian.” In fact, every 

time the Bible talks of same-sex acts, same-sex-relationships, every time the bible calls it 

out as … sin.  

If that’s what the Bible says about homosexuality, let’s look at a few common questions. 

One of the first questions people might ask is, “If homosexuality is wrong, why didn’t Jesus 

talk about it?” And your concordance will quickly show you that Jesus condemned murder 

and greed, hypocrisy and pride among other sins, but he never used the “h” word.  

But Jesus did condemn “porneia,” usually translated in our English Bibles as “sexual sin,” as 

in Mark 7:21. Porneia is usually defined as any intercourse outside of marriage. In ancient 

Greek literature outside of the Bible, porneia included adultery, prostitution, and same-sex 

acts. Jesus may not have mentioned same-sex acts specifically because all of his listeners 

understood that same-sex behavior was prohibited in the Hebrew bible, and considered as 

just one of the many expressions of sexual sin (porneia) off limits for Jews. Besides this, 

Jesus repeatedly affirmed God’s original design and intent of marriage for one man and one 

woman.  

So then some ask, “What about obvious gluttony and rampant divorce? Don’t you people 

have a big enough plank in your own eye to worry about without picking on someone else?” 

                                                           
11

 Crompton, Luis. Homosexuality and Civilization (Cambridge:Belknap Press/Harvard university Press) October 31, 
2006. 
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And of course they have a point. Gluttony is a huge problem, pardon the pun. And it seems 

quite hypocritical to condemn committed same-sex relationships ... when traditional 

marriages are failing all around us. And the hypocrisy of Jesus-followers as big a problem as 

our judgmental attitudes.  

But, accepting that criticism with humility, someone’s struggle with cheesy fries and too 

much of a good thing does not excuse my habit of robbing banks, or her not-so- hidden 

racism, or his struggle with same-sex behavior. (One sin – hypocritical or not – does not 

excuse, minimize, or give a pass to another; we all ultimately stand, or fall, before the judge 

of the living and the dead, God himself.) 

Then some say, “It’s not fair! God made me that way!” And of course the implication is that 

gays and lesbians, trans and intersex people, are born that way. And while that might seem 

to be true as you observe one person and another, scientists still have not been able to 

identify a gay gene that makes it inevitable for a person to be gay. In fact, the most recent 

statement of the American Psychiatric Association, concludes, “Although much research has 

examined the possible genetic, hormonal, developmental, social, and cultural influences on 

sexual orientation, no findings have emerged that permit scientists to conclude that sexual 

orientation is determined by any particular factor or factors.”12  

And that truth is demonstrated simply, and un-arguably in the fact that identical twins—

exactly alike in their genetic makeup, even down to the 

prescription for their glasses, and frequently alike in their 

nurturing environment as well—are not always the same in 

their sexual preference or behavior, including homosexuality .   

 But even if biological causes for homosexuality could be 

isolated—and even if the desire is almost always uninvited and unwelcome—that doesn’t 

change the conversation. We are all products of both nature and nurture. We all struggle 

with inbred inclinations and weaknesses—some to addictions, some to anger, others to, 

whatever—and we all wrestle with learned desires that should not be gratified, and with 

intense longings for things we should not have or do. Our own sense of desire or pleasure is 

                                                           
12

 See http://www.apa.org/topics/lgbt/orientation.aspx 
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not self-validating, though just saying that is very unpopular in our current “Me and my 

rights, my comfort, at any cost” culture.  

So some will ask, “But how it is fair … for those with same-sex attractions to not be able to 

ever be married?” Sam Allberry, a single Anglican pastor with same-sex attraction, writes in 

his brief but excellent book, “Is God Anti-gay?”13 that “...for Christians wit same-sex 

attraction, the only alternative is to actively embrace a life … of hope-filled celibacy.” And 

again, that self-denial flies in the face of our culture that refuses any personal limits, any 

denial of personal comfort or pleasure.  

But actually, get this now, a life of celibacy ...is what the Bible expects of all Christians 

outside of marriage, gay or straight. Those who are single, dating, even engaged. Those who 

are divorced, widowed, whatever the circumstance. Sex is designed by God not only to be 

pleasurable but to knit a woman and a man together at a deep and intimate soul level. And 

God knows that kind of soul intimacy is best reserved for a committed, unbreakable 

covenant relationship: marriage.  

Resisting sexual desire outside of the marriage relationship is part of discipleship for every 

Christian of every age and every relationship situation.  

Others ask, “Aren’t you on the wrong side of history, like those who tried to support slavery 

from the Bible?” Well, that phrase, “the wrong side of history” implies that any progressive 

change is always good, always positive. And yes, it certainly was a positive change when 

Christian activists like Baptist pastor Roger Williams organized the first effort to make 

slavery illegal in Rhode Island in the 1600s, and later when British Parliamentarian William 

Wilberforce led the effort to abolish the slave trade in England in the 1700s. Here in the US, 

Harriet Tubman made 13 missions to lead slaves to freedom on The Underground Railway 

from1849-1865, and Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 1852 which 

exposed the cruelty of American slavery. Among many others, they each were motivated by 

their devout biblical Christian faith to change the course of history. 

                                                           
13

Allberry, Sam Is God anti-gay? And other questions about homosexuality, the Bible, and same-sex attraction 
(Epsom, UK:TheGoodBook Company, 2013).   
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But some progressive changes have not been so positive. The move to no-fault divorce in 

the 70s and early 80s has, in general, devastated the American family. The birth-control pill 

and the sexual freedom movement of the 60s have devastated the lives of millions of 

absent-father children. And before that many progressive intellectuals thought that it was 

best eliminate the “inferior stock” in humankind, Darwinian-style, through restricted 

immigration, institutionalization, and sterilization. Not all progressive change is good.  

That being said, the Christian church has universally held the traditional view of marriage 

of “one man and one woman” for the better part of 2,000 years. And while it is possible to 

be old and wrong, some things are old and right, no matter what the current cultural or 

political temperature might be.  

And then some ask, “I love my son, but should I go to his gay wedding?” Put another way, is 

it possible to love someone and still not approve of what they are doing? And of course the 

answer to that is … yes. Every day parents who love their kids deeply – love them enough 

to die for them – yet don’t approve everything their kids do. From leaving their wet towel 

on the bed all day, to picking a loser for a boyfriend, parents can love their kids and still not 

approve what they do. 

But how about a significant life decision? Where they go to school? What job they take? 

Who they marry? On the kid’s side, it sure is difficult to feel loved when mom or dad don’t 

approve. Yet parents also are concerned with what is best for their child. Love naturally 

wants what is best; and Christian parents can love their child deeply and yet, wanting what 

is best for them not approve of that same-sex relationship or that trans surgery. So do you 

go to the wedding, or stay home? Every family has to decide that themselves. I’m inclined to 

think attending the wedding means “I think this is great! I’m really happy for you! I pray 

that God will bless this union!” And if you can’t say that with authenticity, then maybe it’s 

best to stay home that day, and try hard to hold the door open for a relationship based on 

love and authenticity. 

Last question for today. Some might ask, “But I thought the church is a place for broken 

people. Why not homosexuals?” And the answer is “Yes, praise God, the church is a place 

for broken people!” And gay people are very welcome here. Let me say that again, LGBT 
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people are very welcome here. See, we’re all about God’s story here. We looked for a few 

minutes earlier at the beginning: Creation, fall… and the central plotline of the Bible is a 

holy God making a new way to dwell in the middle of unholy people. 

From an ark that saved God-fearers from destruction, to a ram that took the place of a 

doomed son; from the lamb that took the place of the first born in Egypt, to the God-guided 

trek to the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey; from the tent of God’s presence set 

up in the middle of the camp, to the altar of sacrifice at the entrance to that tabernacle; 

from the deliverance from slavery in Egypt, to the recall from exile in Babylon—the Bible is 

story after story after story of God pursuing a rescuing, redeeming relationship with 

broken and fallen, cursed people.  

That’s the story. That’s what the bible is all about. In one sense, there’s not a lot there about 

homosexuality. The 1,189 chapters of the Bible are not filled with God giving a finger-

pointing lecture on same-sex relationships. Although LGBT rights are one of the most 

pressing and painful controversies of our day, it’s not what the church has been singing and 

praying and preaching about for 2,000 years. And yet in some ways … it is. 

For 2,000 years the church has focused on worshipping a Christ who rescues, a Christ who 

forgives, a Christ who cleanses, a Christ who challenges and changes us, a Christ who is not 

content to leave us where we are, but convicts us and converts us. See the good news of the 

gospel is, “We are all—straight and gay—we are all ... more sinful and flawed in ourselves 

than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are all—gay and straight—more 

loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.”14  

That’s why Jesus came, holy God living here, in the middle of unholy women and men. He 

came to live, and finally to die in our place, enduring all of God’s wrath for our brokenness, 

our sin, taking on himself our curse at the cross. And because of his death in your place, in 

my place, we can be forgiven, redeemed and restored from our brokenness. 

So 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (ESV) says, “Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not 

inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who 

                                                           
14

 To paraphrase Tim Keller, The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the Wisdom of 
God (NY:Penguin Books, 2013).  
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worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or 

are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these 

will inherit the Kingdom of God. Some of you were once like that. (I love that!) Some of you 

were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were (get this) you were … made holy; you 

were … made right with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ…” 

Listen, if you’re here this morning struggling with same-sex attraction or other gender 

issues, the good news for you is that God knows all about that struggle, and God loves you 

deeply: let me repeat that so you can let that truth from the Bible wash over you… God 

knows all about your struggle, and God loves you deeply, so deeply actually that sent his 

Son Jesus to pay the price in full for all your brokenness, all of your sin.  

And because God loves you, he wants only what is best for you. And he won’t pat you on the 

head like a celestial grandfather and say, “Oh, that’s okay.” No, he calls you to repent, that’s 

turn from your sin, to accept His offer of complete forgiveness, and to trust Him to help you 

live between the two worlds of broken, but being restored; lost, but coming back home; 

blind, but beginning to see.    

Then again, maybe you’re here this morning, and you’re not struggling with same sex 

attractions, but there’s something else that has a strong hold on you and won’t let go, and 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest.” So the invitation to you is the same: Come, come to the cross where Jesus died for 

you; give all that stuff to Jesus, and trust Him for forgiveness, healing, and rebuilding. 

Is God anti-gay? Well God hates all sin. Let me say that again: God hates all sin. The sinful 

behaviors of gay people. And the sinful and arrogant pride of straights who look down in 

judgment on gay people. God hates all sin. The sex-saturated lifestyles of our culture—

straight and gay—that value personal freedom over commitment, pleasure over sacrifice, 

and independence over obedience. God hates it all and calls all of us to repent, to accept his 

offer of forgiveness, and submit to his call to live the holy life he designed us for. 

In closing, one last question: How should Christians see and act towards gay and lesbian, 

bi- and trans-, queer and questioning, intersex and fluid, family and  friends and neighbors, 

school buddies and family members? Pretty simple really. Follow the example of Jesus who 
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loves people—genuinely loves, authentically loves, sacrificially loves people—just the way 

they are.15 Start there. And pray for God’s redeeming love and healing grace to break 

through. Pray with me…  

                                                           
15

 Jesus said, “I came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). He also said, “Come to me, all who are weary and 
heavy-burdened, and I will give you rest...for your soul” (Matthew 11:28-30).  


